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Daktari is a registered non-profit organisation located in the Limpopo Province, near the world-famous 

Kruger National Park and close to the town of Hoedspruit, in South Africa. Their mission is to educate 

and inspire local children to value their environment and stimulate community development.  

 

The Children of today are going to be nature’s future custodians and so the project focus on the local 

underprivileged children. They believe the key to protection of the environment lies in education. It is a 

sad fact that many of the underprivileged rural school children have never had the opportunity to see 

the indigenous wildlife that lives on their doorstep and is their natural heritage.  

 

Each week 8-10 children from the local underprivileged schools are invited to stay at 

the camp for a period of 5 days, which provides a unique opportunity for them to 

benefit from a more individual learning experience. The wildlife Orphanage cares for 

animals that are hurt, orphaned, rescued or too tame to be rehabilitated in to the 

wild. They are provided with good facilities, care and love. The animals also serve as 

a great education medium for the children who must assist in the daily care, cleaning 

and feeding of these animals. 

 

Most animals are shy and have associated humans with destruction. As a result, 

many animals, although they exist, are rarely seen. Orphaned wild animals have been 

habituated to humans, and although they cannot be released, they can be seen and 

experience by the children. At the orphanage, animals can at least have a life, and at 

the same time play a role in education and be ambassadors for their species. If people 

are educated, they will understand the spiritual and vital importance of our 

environment.  

 

ACCOMODATION 

 

There are 4 main chalets for volunteers, each one offering a capacity of 3 to 5 single beds. Males and 

Females are not mixed in the same chalet unless specifically requested. Each chalet is equipped with one 

bathroom including a toilet, sink and shower with hot and cold running water.  You will be provided with 

sheets, blankets and mosquito nets, but sometimes the nets do get damaged, so it is advised to bring 

your own. Laundry is available 6 times a week (Included in your package), this means that you do not 

need to bring too much clothing. 
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Electricity at the facility is by means of solar power, but this energy is limited and only available during 

day light hours. There is a communal charging station where you may charge your devices between 7am 

and 4.30pm daily. Unfortunately, due to this NO HAIR DRYERS OR STRAIGHTENERS ARE ALLOWED 

at the camp. Wi-fi is also available at the camp so that you can stay in contact with friends and family 

at home. 

 

Volunteers are offered 3 meals per day, and there is also coffee, tea, water and juice available 

throughout the day. The camp also offers a small bar where you can purchase sodas or alcoholic drinks, 

please note that alcohol is not to be consumed during working hours. Whilst the project caters for most 

dietary requirements such as vegetarian or vegan, however they ask that volunteers understand that 

gluten free and organic products are very expensive and difficult to source locally. They advise that 

volunteers provide and/or bring any food replacement products needed for any intolerance or allergy that 

you may have. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

 

Upon arrival to the project you will receive 2 Uniform T-shirts which you will be required to wear during 

the week whiles the children are in camp.  

 

Volunteers will be teaching children not only about the environment and wildlife, but also life skills about 

relationships, substance abuse, safe sex, violence and respecting your environment. Many of these children 

have not had the opportunity to learn about wildlife and therefore it is encouraged that they ‘interact’ 

with the wild animals at the orphanage in order to stimulate a sense of responsibility for their heritage. 
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During school holidays or exam periods, the bush school spends their time doing 

“outreach campaigns”. This means that you can either get the chance to visit 

schools that the Bush School don’t normally have the chance to work with and 

teach grade 7 students 3 quick lessons between exams. These lessons are a 

toned-down version of the full week program at the bush school and teach the 

kids about the importance of the environment through fun games. 

Alternatively, during school holiday’s your time might be spent upgrading a 

school, or community building. 

 

A typical day at the Bush School and Wildlife Orphanage starts at 7am with a hot beverage and then 

taking the children for a walk with the camp dogs. After the morning dog walk everyone has breakfast. 

After breakfast work in the orphanage begins; cleaning animals camps, preparing food and feeding the 

animals with the children. 

 

Once the animal related jobs have been completed, the daily teaching program begins. One or two 

volunteers lead each lesson, but many 1-to1 sessions are included to help he children with subjects that 

they find more difficult. Once morning lessons are finished, everyone eats lunch and then the kids like to 

go for a swim. One volunteer is required for ‘lifeguard duty’ but the other can have some free time or 

also swim if they want to. 

 

After the swimming session, the kids get changed for afternoon lessons to begin. Once lessons have 

finished, the children will help with the afternoon feed in the orphanage. All of the meat-eating animals 

are fed in the afternoons and the children tend to be fascinated by watching them eat! Other children 

and volunteers use this time to visit the resident cheetah and wild dog or create enrichment activities 

with the animals to help keep their lives interesting. 

 

Before dinner, the volunteers lead social talks with the 

children. These are informal discussions that address common 

issues that affect the children in their everyday lives. After 

dinner volunteers play educational games with the children, 

where the children each stand a chance to win a prize from 

the prize box, except for on Wednesday when everyone 

watches The Lion King movie. Once the games or film is 

finished, the children go to bed. Volunteers are then free to 

socialize, play games or have an early night. 
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ADDITIONAL EXCURSIONS 

 

Whilst in camp volunteers have an opportunity to go on excursions, allowing you to explore the lowveld 

and its surrounding areas, Possible excursions include but are not limited to; 

 

o Blyde River Canyon Tour (Drive or Walk) 

o Boat Cruise 

o Elephant Whisperer 

o Kruger National Park (Day trip and/or over-night) 

o Cheetah walks 

o Horseback Safari 

o Helicopter Rides 

o Jessica the Hippo 

o Hot air balloon ride 

o Kloofing 

o Magoebaskloof Canopy Tour 

o Quallito craft distillery tour 

o White Water rafting 

 

Another popular excursion offered at this project is the STAYHOME Project, where you can spend 

24hours with a friendly local family, this not only supports the family financially, but you also get to 

experience a day in the life of local rural family as you participate in their daily routines and activities 

and enjoy cultural exchanges. 

 

VOLUNTEER REQUIRMENTS 

 

This project is not for the faint hearted, working days are long and tiring. It is, however, a great 

opportunity for those wishing to have a lasting impact on the less privileged children and to help make 

their week at the bush school as enjoyable as possible. From shy, quiet children arriving on day one, to 

the children leaving feeling confident and ready to get home and tell their family and friends about the 

amazing time they had, makes this and extremely rewarding project to be a part of.  

 

This project is suitable for persons over the age of 18. Volunteers need to be in good health with a 

moderate level of fitness. Personal qualities such as flexibility and adaptability are a must, as “African 

Time” and or unforeseen circumstances can lead to program changes at short notice. 

 

HOW TO GET THERE 

 

You will need to fly to OR Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg as this is the closest 

international airport to the project. There are regular international flights into Johannesburg’s OR 

Tambo Airport and if you require assistance with selecting a flight, please do not hesitate to ask and 

we might be able to assist you, however SCF Volunteers do not offer flights as part of our packages. 

 

There are also internal flights from Johannesburg to Hoedspruit Eastgate Airport, if you would prefer 

to take a connecting flight to Hoedspruit instead of the 5 ½ hour road shuttle which is included in your 

package, please let us know and we will adjust your quotation accordingly. Please note there will still be 

an additional charge for transfers between Hoedspruit Airport and the project. 
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PROGRAM DATES 

 

The Bush School and Wildlife Orphanage is open all year round. Arrivals and departures to the project 

are on Saturday’s only. Whilst admission onto the project requires a duration of 1 to 8 weeks. We would 

like to recommend a minimum 2-4 week stay wherever possible, as to allow enough time for you to get 

a full experience to all activities that are on offer, but it is not essential. 

 

PRICE 

 

Duration Price 

1 Week (7 days) R 11 415 

2 weeks (14 days) R 13 920 

3 weeks (21 days) R 23 735 

4 weeks (28 days) R 26 935 

5 weeks (35 days) R 31 095 

6 weeks (42 days) R 35 255 

7 weeks (49 days) R 39 415 

8 weeks (56 days) R 43 575 
 

 

*Please note that any bank charges for payments will be for your account.  

**A 30% non-refundable deposit is payable to confirm your booking and full payment is due no later than 

30 days prior to your arrival. You are welcome to make one full payment should you wish to do so. 

***Any payments made via PayPal will incur an additional 1.5% Service fee. 

 

PRICE INCLUDES  

o Overnight accommodation in Johannesburg on arrival and return from your Project 

o Return Road Shuttle from Johannesburg airport to your project.  

o All Accommodation whilst on the project 

o Wi-Fi 

o Laundry (Self-service) 

o Transport within the program. 

o All Project activities as described. 

o All project services as described. 

o Project Uniform (2 Daktari T-shirts) 

 

PRICE EXCLUDES 

o All Flights and/or transfers other than those described above.  

o All drinks such as Alcohol and soft drinks (Safe drinking water is provided) 

o All personal snacks and any other luxury items you can’t live without.  

o Social events. 

o Eating out (any meals at restaurants is at your own cost) 

o Any Excursions offered by the project 

o Extra activities on excursions 

o Medical Expenses 

o Travel & Medical Insurance 

o Any visa related expenses 

o Any vaccinations 

 

Prices are shown in South African 

Rand, for local currency conversion 

rates check out www.xe.com 

http://www.xe.com/
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To cover any additional expenses, such as personal/luxury items, cost of excursions or for meals when 

eating out, we would suggest that you consider having access to approximately R500-R700 per week of 

your stay. ATMs are readily available throughout Hoedspruit and accept all major credit cards. Please 

consult your bank regarding charges and it is also advised that you notify them that you will be travelling 

abroad. 

 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS 

 

Luxury Safari Break  

If at the end of your Volunteer Program, you would like to treat yourself to a little bit of luxury at an 

affordable price contact us for more information about the Luxury Lodge options close to your project. 

 

10-day mobile Safari 

A popular addition to complete your stay is a 10-day (9 night) safari through South Africa and 

Botswana. Overland through the Kruger National Park, Mapungubwe, Khama Rhino Sanctuary, 

Makgadikgadi Pans, Moremi, Chobe and Khwai River Conservancy. Starting from as little as R12,000 

per person. Contact us for full details.  

 

Volunteer Combo 

Combine this volunteer program with any other SCF Volunteer program and benefit from a discounted 

rate. Contact us with your preferred package for more information. 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

 

WEATHER & CLIMATE 

During the Summer months (September to March) it can get extremely hot and humid. Average 

temperatures for summer are 18c to 45c. At times it has been known to reach temperatures as high 

as 50c, but this is rare. During the Winter months (April to August) it is warm in the day, but the 

temperature drops as the sun goes down, make the evenings, nighttime and first light very cold. Average 

temperatures for winter vary between 5c to 30c 
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PASSPORTS & VISAS 
It is your responsibility to ensure that you meet the passport and visa requirements for entry into 

South Africa. Ensure that your Passport is Valid for your trip and for a minimum of 6 months after your 

return. 

 

Please check with your nearest South African High Commission or the relevant South African Diplomatic 

website for the country in which you reside for more information regarding your specific visa 

requirements. 

 

MEDICAL & PERSONAL SECURITY INFORMATION 
Prior to travelling, you should visit your Doctor/Healthcare Professional to obtain advice on immunization 

and general health requirements. The Greater Kruger National Park is generally a low to medium risk 

malaria area, but you should consult your Doctor/Healthcare Professional about the appropriate 

prophylactics. Ensure that you declare any medical information we should be aware of on your booking 

form including any allergies and/or dietary requirements. 

 

INSURANCE 
It is very important that you take out adequate travel insurance for your trip to cover such events as 

cancellation due to illness, accident or injury, personal accident and personal liability, loss of or damage to 

baggage. Scales will not be responsible or liable if you fail to take adequate or no insurance cover at all. 

You will be required to submit a copy of your insurance policy / certificate with your travel information 

prior to departure. 

 

SAFETY 
Hoedspruit is a safe community and you won’t have to worry whilst you are at your project, however we 

do want to give you some basic guidelines in order to ensure you have the best experience during your 

stay. 

 

o Don’t walk alone at night 

o Don’t accept lifts from strangers 

o Don’t leave valuable things on display 

o Don’t “flash”/display any large sums of cash 

o You will be in a wildlife area so beware of snakes, scorpions and centipedes. 

o Don’t approach any animals that are in the wild as they are unpredictable. 

o Follow project rules at all times. 

o Always follow direction and requests from the Project Staff, they are looking out for your safety. 

o Don’t be shy to ask questions! 
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WHAT TO BRING 

 

The suggested packing list below should help you with deciding what to pack. If you are unsure about 

any items or have any questions, then please ask. We are here to help! 

 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 

o Original and certified copy of your passport 

o All tickets and receipts for travel. 

o Certified copy of any prescription medicines (Original only necessary for re-fill) 

o Original and certified copy of any Medical or Insurance Cards 

o Original and certified copy of your Driver’s License (If necessary) 

o Copy of your Travel Insurance 

o Copy of your Travel Itinerary 

 

CLOTHING 

o Hat / Cap 

o Sunglasses 

o Warm Jacket / Fleece 

o Waterproof Jacket 

o Durable and neutral coloured shirts / t-shirts / Vests  

o Durable and neutral coloured long sleeve shirts (seasonal, but also useful for covering yourself 

from the sun) 

o Durable and neutral coloured shorts 

o Durable and neutral coloured trousers 

o Socks & Underwear 

o Comfortable Walking Boots 

o Sandals / flip flips 

o Trainers 

o Gloves & Beanie (Seasonal) 

o Swimwear 

o Appropriate Sleeping Clothes (Accommodation is shared) 

 

TOILETRIES 

o Shampoo / Conditioner 

o Soap 

o Toothbrush & Toothpaste 

o Hairbrush / comb 

o Bath Towel 

o Personal Toiletries – Razor, deodorant, sanitary products etc 

 

GENERAL 

o Water Bottle (Minimum 2 litre) 

o Torch / Head Torch 

o Day Pack 

o Camera (with Batteries/charger and spare memory card) 

o Personal First aid kit (Plasters, Antiseptic, Prescription Medicine etc) 

o Sunscreen (Factor 50) 

o Laptop or iPad 

o Insect repellent 

o Travel adaptor Plug for South Africa 
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RECOMMENDED 

o Binoculars 

o Reading material 

o Power bank 

o Mosquito Net 

o Positive attitude 

 

If you still have space left in your bag, please contact us to find out if there is 

anything that you can bring out for your project, such as supplies or donations that are 

waiting for transport. 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HELPING YOU 

PLAN YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE! 
 

 
 
 

volunteer@scales.org.za 

 

www.scales.org.za/ethical-volunteering  

 

Facebook / Instagram / Twitter 
 

 

mailto:volunteer@scales.org.za
http://www.scales.org.za/ethical-volunteering
http://www.facebook.com/scalesnpc
http://www.instagram.com/scalesnpc
http://www.twitter.com/scalesnpc

