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HELPING SPECIES WHOSE EXSISTENCE HANGS IN THE BALANCE! 

 

 

SIGAGULE COMMUNITY ECO-VILLAGE 

 
 

The Sigagule Community Eco-village Project is a non-profit organisation founded by Nourish and 

registered with the Department of Social Development in South Africa. Based in, and focused on the 

rural villages in Mpumalanga, one of the most poverty stricken and under-served areas in South Africa. 

 

The community of Sigagule and the surrounding rural villages in the Acornhoek area of Mpumalanga 

struggle daily with even the most basic elements of life. Access to running water and electricity is a 

difficulty most face daily. Sanitation, and access to employment is a luxury. There is a high unemployment 

rate, as well as many children orphaned by HIV, who live with grandparents or extended families. Many 

children have access to schooling; however, the level of education is low, and many have duties at home. 

People’s lives are a constant struggle just to provide for basic needs such as food, fire and water. It is 

in this poverty cycle context in which Nourish works.  

 

The conservation areas of Kruger National Park and the surrounding private nature reserves have 

issues just as big as those that lie in the communities. Poaching has become a daily threat to the 

conservation parks, with rhino poaching (as well as lion, elephant, pangolin and vulture) threatening on 

a daily basis. Animals are being killed for their horns, hide and bones. Anti-poaching units in this area are 

on daily patrols to keep the fence lines safe. This area is a tourism Mecca with the Kruger National 

Park and reserves drawing thousands of tourists a day to see the incredible South African wildlife which 

is under daily threat. 

 

Nourish works to connect conservation and community issues. They believe that we can fight poaching 

by fighting poverty. The goal is to grow resilient communities capable of growing their own food, with 

access to education and employment. This creates empowered individuals who can make their own 

decisions about the custodianship of their African heritage. Much of our own time is focused on linking 

tourism to our communities, and thus unlocking the ability of tourism to bring in income and opportunities 

at a local level, thus making conservation and tourism important. We also work daily with children in 
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primary schools teaching environmental education and taking these learners on conservation-based field 

trips, to better their understanding of nature, and the role they play in protecting it. We believe that 

conservation and communities cannot exist in isolation of each other, hence our goals through all our 

projects to interlink, grow, conserve and uplift. 

 

 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
        

Accommodation is rustic but offers a once in a lifetime experience. 4 

round huts with a thatch roof house 2 beds and space to hang your 

clothing. Bedding is provided. The huts as well as Communal areas are 

completely “off the grid” meaning there is no electricity in these areas. 

This allows Volunteers to spend time away from technology and be able 

to completely switch off and make meaningful connections with the 

experience of living in an Eco-Village. There are outdoor showers with 

hot running water provided by a donkey boiler (Wood fire heated) as 

well as composting toilets. Electricity is available in the office as well 

as Wi-Fi that can be used by volunteers to keep in touch with family 

and friends back home and charge their devices. Wi-fi is not always 

reliable though, weather circumstances (like storms) can influence the 

connection. There are also three very friendly and loving dogs who love 

playing with volunteers and are always looking for attention in the 

village as well as a donkey that they rescued. Hoedspruit and 

Acornhoek are approximately a 30-minute drive away. There are 

weekly trips to Acornhoek where volunteers can purchase personal 

supplies as well as trips to Hoedspruit every second week.  

 

Once the days activities are over the Eco-Village is extremely peaceful 

and quiet allowing volunteers to relax and cool off on those hot days, 

enjoying the newly built swimming pool and a cold drink at the bar. 

Drinks bought from the bar are at your own extra cost. Strictly no 

alcohol is to be consumed during working hours and any alcohol consumed 

during off hours should be limited. 

 

Everyday is different, but volunteers are offered three meals per day which generally consists of a cold 

breakfast (Cereals, yoghurts, fruit, toast, spreads etc). Lunches are a variation of Sandwiches or 

pasta/rice dishes. Dinners are a standard meal consisting of Protein, carbohydrate and vegetables. There 

is fruit available for snacks throughout the day as well as water, tea and coffee. You will also get the 

opportunity to experience traditional meals prepared by the Eco-village grannies. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Depending on your interests and talents you will be able to shape your own experience. There are so many 

projects that there is something for everyone! If you are particularly passionate about one of the 

projects or all five, don’t be afraid to let us know and we can make sure your time volunteering is 

worthwhile for everybody!  

 

Education  

There is so many branches to our education projects that you can get involved 

in and help continue to develop and grow. Firstly, is the Eco-Village crèche. The 

crèche is where young children, whose parents can’t afford to send them to a 

government crèche, can come and spend the day playing and learning in a safe 

environment. Secondly, is the after-school programme for local primary school 

children. Here the children come and learn everything from environmental 

conservation to art and crafts. Every afternoon the children get a full meal 

supplied by the village, which is sometimes their only meal for the day. 

 

Conservation  

The Eco-Village is surrounded by stunning plants and wildlife. Nourish is passionate 

about conserving the environment and they believe the best way to do this is by 

teaching the communities, especially their children, why our wildlife is so important. 

They joined with ProTrack Anti-Poaching Unit to launch the GreenKidz Initiative. 

The goal of which is to educate children about environmental issues and inspire 

children to become environmental leaders and ambassadors for nature, through 

having fun learning about the environment, and broadening their horizons.  

 

Economic development  

You might think that due to the high number of tourists and conservationists in 

the area that there would be an abundance of economic opportunities. 

Unfortunately, you would be wrong. This area is struggling with high 

unemployment rates and this is where you come in. Trash2Treasure is a project 

to help local crafters sell their products on their behalf to the local lodges and 

markets. We are continuously looking for new ways to make the community more 

self-sufficient, so new ideas are always more than welcome!  

 

Sustainable Farming  

Last, but in no means least, is our sustainable farming 

project. If you have a green thumb this will be the 

perfect opportunity to get stuck into some gardening. 

Our moringa garden is one of the most important areas 

in our farming project. The moringa leaf is one of the 

most nutritional plants and that is why we use it in our 

food that we feed the children, so they have plenty of 

nutrients to keep them strong and healthy for a full 

day of playing and learning. We also use the moringa to 

make moringa products, like lip balm and face wash. We then teach the local community to make these, 

which they can then sell to lodges and tourists for income. We have recently just begun our aquaponics 

system. This is exciting for us as it will allow us to not only sell fish and vegetables into the community, 

but we will also be able to teach the local communities how they can make their own aquaponics systems. 

We not only have plants in our farming project, but we also have chickens! The chickens lay eggs which 

we can sell to the community. We also use them to feed the children when we have enough. 
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ADDITIONAL EXCURSIONS 

Every Wednesday volunteers will have an opportunity to go on an excursion, giving the opportunity to 

explore the lowveld and its surrounding areas. Possible excursions include, but are not limited to; 

 

o Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre 

o Kinyonga Snake Park 

o Panorama Scenic Route 

o Wine and/or Gin tasting in Hoedspruit 

o The big swing 

o Kloofing 

o Guided game drives or bush walks 

o Extreme Hiking 

o Kruger National Park 

 

Please note; that any and all excursions are at your own extra cost which is payable directly to the 

project. 

 

PROGRAM DATES 

The Sigagule Community Eco-village Project is open all year round. Arrivals and Departures to the project 

are on weekdays only.  

 

PRICE 

Whilst admission onto the projects requires a minimum 2 weeks stay, you can stay as long as you like or 

can afford. We would like to recommend a 4 week stay where ever possible, as to allow enough time for 

you to get a full experience to all activities that are on offer, but it is not essential. 

 

Duration Price 

2 weeks (14 days) €550 

3 weeks (21 days) €825 

4 weeks (28 days) €1100 

5 weeks (35 days) €1375 

6 weeks (42 days) €1650 

7 weeks (49 days) €1925 

8 weeks (56 days) €2200 
 

For durations over 8 weeks please contact us for a quotation. 

 

Prices are shown in Euro, for local currency conversion rates check out www.xe.com 

 

*Please note that any bank charges for payments will be for your account.  

**A 30% non-refundable deposit is payable to confirm your booking and full payment is due no later than 

30 days prior to your arrival. You are welcome to make one full payment should you wish to do so. 

***Any payments made via PayPal will incur an additional 1.5% Service fee. 

 

PRICE INCLUDES  

o All Accommodation whilst on the project 

o Wi-Fi (Where applicable) 

o 3 meals per at your project. 

o Transport within the program. 

o All Project activities as described. 

http://www.xe.com/


  

SCALES VOLUNTEERS 5 

 

o All project services as described. 

 

PRICE EXCLUDES 

o All Flights and/or transfers other than those described above.  

o All drinks such as Alcohol and soft drinks (Safe drinking water is provided) 

o All personal snacks and any other luxury items you can’t live without.  

o Social events. 

o Eating out (any meals at restaurants is at your own cost) 

o Any Excursions offered by the project 

o Extra activities on excursions 

 

To cover any additional expenses, such as personal/luxury items, cost of excursions or for meals when 

eating out, we would suggest that you consider having access to approximately R500-R700 per week of 

your stay. ATMs are readily available throughout Hoedspruit and accept all major credit cards. Please 

consult your bank regarding charges and it is also advised that you notify them that you will be travelling 

abroad. 

 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS  

Luxury Safari Break - If at the end of your Volunteer Program, you would like to treat yourself to a 

little bit of luxury at an affordable price contact us for more information about the Luxury Lodge options 

close to your project. 

 

WEATHER & CLIMATE 

During the Summer months (September to March) it can get extremely hot and humid. Average 

temperatures for summer are 18c to 45c. At times it has been known to reach temperatures as high 

as 50c, but this is rare.  

 

During the Winter months (April to August) it is warm in the day, but the temperature drops as the 

sun goes down, make the evenings, night time and first light very cold. Average temperatures for winter 

vary between 5c to 30c 

 

HOW TO GET THERE 

You will need to fly to OR Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg as this is the closest 

international airport to the project. There are regular international flights into Johannesburg’s OR 

Tambo Airport and if you require assistance with selecting a flight, please do not hesitate to ask and 

we might be able to assist you, however Scales Volunteers do not offer flights as part of our packages. 

 

There are also internal flights from Johannesburg to Hoedspruit Eastgate Airport, if you would prefer 

to take a connecting flight to Hoedspruit instead of the 5 ½ hour road shuttle which is included in your 

package, please let us know and we will adjust your quotation accordingly. (Please note there may still be 

an additional charge for transfers between Hoedspruit Airport and your project.) 

 

PASSPORTS & VISAS 

It is your responsibility to ensure that you meet the passport and visa requirements for entry into 

South Africa. Ensure that your Passport is Valid for your trip and for a minimum of 6 months after your 

return. 
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Please check with your nearest South African High Commission or the relevant South African Diplomatic 

website for the country in which you reside for more information regarding your specific visa 

requirements. 

 

MEDICAL & PERSONAL SECURITY INFORMATION 

Prior to travelling, you should visit your Doctor/Healthcare Professional to obtain advice on immunization 

and general health requirements. The Greater Kruger National Park is generally a low to medium risk 

malaria area, but you should consult your Doctor/Healthcare Professional about the appropriate 

prophylactics. Ensure that you declare any medical information we should be aware of on your booking 

form including any allergies and/or dietary requirements. 

 

INSURANCE 

It is very important that you take out adequate travel insurance for your trip to cover such events as 

cancellation due to illness, accident or injury, personal accident and personal liability, loss of or damage to 

baggage. Scales will not be responsible or liable if you fail to take adequate or no insurance cover at all. 

You will be required to submit a copy of your insurance policy / certificate with your travel information 

prior to departure. 

 

SAFETY 

Hoedspruit is a safe community and you won’t have to worry whilst you are at your project, however we 

do want to give you some basic guidelines in order to ensure you have the best experience during your 

stay. 

o Don’t walk alone at night 

o Don’t accept lifts from strangers 

o Don’t leave valuable things on display 

o Don’t “flash”/display any large sums of cash 

o You will be in a wildlife area so beware of snakes, scorpions and centipedes. 

o Don’t approach any animals that are in the wild as they are unpredictable. 

o Follow project rules at all times. 

o Always follow direction and requests from the Project Staff, they are looking out for your safety. 

o Don’t be shy to ask questions! 

 

WHAT TO BRING 

The suggested packing list below should help you with deciding what to pack. If you are unsure about 

any items or have any questions, then please ask. We are here to help! 

 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 

o Original and certified copy of your passport 

o All tickets and receipts for travel. 

o Certified copy of any prescription medicines (Original only if necessary for re-fill) 

o Original and certified copy of any Medical or Insurance Cards 

o Original and certified copy of your Drivers Licence (If necessary) 

o Copy of your Travel Insurance 

o Copy of your Travel Itinerary 

 

CLOTHING 

o Hat / Cap 

o Sunglasses 

o Warm Jacket / Fleece 
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o Waterproof Jacket 

o Durable and neutral coloured shirts / t-shirts / Vests  

o Durable and neutral coloured long sleeve shirts (seasonal, but also useful for covering yourself 

from the sun) 

o Durable and neutral coloured shorts 

o Durable and neutral coloured trousers 

o Socks & Underwear 

o Comfortable Walking Boots 

o Sandals / flip flips 

o Trainers 

o Gloves & Beanie (Seasonal) 

o Swimwear 

o Appropriate Sleeping Clothes (Accommodation is shared) 

 

TOILETRIES 

o Shampoo / Conditioner 

o Soap 

o Toothbrush & Toothpaste 

o Hairbrush / comb 

o Bath Towel 

o Personal Toiletries – Razor, deodorant, sanitary products etc 

 

GENERAL 

o Water Bottle (Minimum 2 litre) 

o Torch / Head Torch 

o Day Pack 

o Camera (Including batteries/charger and spare memory cards) 

o Personal First aid kit (Plasters, Antiseptic, Prescription Medicine etc) 

o Sunscreen 

o Insect repellent 

o Travel adaptor Plug 

 

RECOMMENDED 

o Binoculars 

o Reading material 

o Power bank 

o Positive attitude 

o Mosquito Net 

 

If you still have space left in your bag, please contact us to find out if there is anything that you can 

bring out for your project, such as supplies or donations that are waiting for transport. 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HELPING YOU 

PLAN YOUR NEW ADVENTURE! 
 

scales.volunteers@gmail.com 

 

www.scales.org.za        Facebook / Instagram / Twitter 

mailto:scales.volunteers@gmail.com
http://www.scales.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/scalesnpo
http://www.instagram.com/scalesnpo
http://www.twitter.com/scalesnpo

